
Poughkeepsie-Dutchess County Transportation Council 
Planning Committee Meeting 

 
Wednesday, February 24, 2016, 10:00-12:00 p.m.  

Dutchess County Planning Department, 27 High Street (2nd Floor), Poughkeepsie, NY 
 

Meeting Summary  
 

1. Introductions – See attached list.  
 

2. Announcements  
 
Wanda Livigni (Town of LaGrange) announced that construction work will take place this 
summer on a number of roads in the Town of LaGrange, including CR 21 (Noxon Rd.), Velie 
Rd., and Route 82. She noted that flooding often occurs over the Spring and Jackson Creeks, 
and this roadwork should help to alleviate future flooding concerns.  

 
Cynthia Ruiz (DCPT) informed the Committee that the ‘H’ bus, a new fixed route sponsored 

by Dutchess Community College and Marist College that travels from Dutchess Community 

College to the Residence Inn in Poughkeepsie, has exceeded ridership expectations. 

Students and faculty from each college ride all county buses for free. She noted that this 

service is a model for all municipalities who wish to have a local service and can provide a 

local share.  

Cynthia added that the County’s Flex Plus service is beginning soon. Flex Plus will provide 

service in various areas of the county one day a week, Monday through Friday, from 8 am to 

5 pm. It will operate on a fixed route with deviations to pick up and drop off people where 

needed. This service will begin in the Town of Red Hook and does not have any eligibility 

requirements. Cynthia encouraged municipalities to reach out to their constituents to 

participate in this service; she said she is willing to visit municipalities to explain the new 

service. Cynthia added that DCPT is also working on a real-time application that will track 

bus location; it is scheduled to be live in mid-2016.  

Bob Balkind (DCDPW) noted that DCDPW has been continually using the Complete Streets 

Checklist on county projects. They have also been providing the checklist to permittees as 

part of the review/approval process. He added that DCDPW received an application on 

Marshall 40, a multi-housing unit in the Village of Wappingers Falls; he will reach out to 

Planning for a coordinated review of this application.  

Bob also stated that the 2016 Capital Fund Request will be up for legislative approval in 

April/May. There is potentially $200,000 available for a county-wide traffic signal inventory, 

assessment, and prioritization project. This funding would help improve operations on 29 

county signals throughout Dutchess County. Bob requested that the both the Complete 



Streets Committee and the Bicycle-Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) provide feedback 

on signal operations in the county.  

Bob LaColla (Town of Fishkill) informed the Committee the Town of Fishkill is moving 
forward with its Local Government Efficiency Program; this program aims to improve 
municipal efficiency through a wide scope of efforts, such as pavement scoring and data 
management. They will be beginning the process of tablet-based coding next week.  
 
Mark Debald (PDCTC) announced that the Council will be approving its three (3) core 
documents this year. Both the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and the 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), Moving Dutchess 2, will be presented for approval 
at the Council meeting on Thursday, March 24, 2016 at 1:30 p.m. at The Henry A. Wallace 
Center at the FDR Presidential Library and Home in the Town of Hyde Park. The Draft FFY 
2017-2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) will be presented for approval in late 
June 2016. There will be a public meeting to discuss Moving Dutchess 2 and its 
recommendations on Thursday, March 3, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at the Adriance Memorial 
Library in the City of Poughkeepsie.  
 

3. Public Participation 
 
Anesta Vannoy-Kwame (SDNAACP) expressed safety concerns for pedestrians crossing the 
Route 9/Route 52 intersection in the Village of Fishkill. She noted that the pedestrian signals 
have not worked for months. Bob Balkind (DCDPW) advised her to call (845) 486-2900 for 
any signal issues on any roads in Dutchess County; DPW will forward the concern to the 
pertinent entity. Tom Weiner (NYSDOT) noted the concern and will contact the Region 8 
traffic and signal group.   
 

4. PDCTC Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) – Moving Dutchess 2 
 
Mark gave a presentation on Moving Dutchess 2, summarizing the content of Dutchess 
County’s new long-range transportation plan. He noted that the plan identifies short- and 
long-range transportation goals and objectives, and has a planning horizon of 2040. The 
plan is mostly “fiscally constrained” and takes available federal funding into account when 
planning for the future. Following the format of the original Moving Dutchess, the plan 
reviews the county in the larger regional context and then explores each of the five 
planning areas. Key takeaways of this presentation include:  
 

 76% of the population in Dutchess County is within the census-designated urbanized 
area. 

 Population growth has occurred most rapidly in the southern portion of the county. 
 The southwestern portion of the county has the highest percentages of minority 

populations in Dutchess County; the southwestern portion of the county and the 
Harlem Valley have the highest percentages of Hispanic populations in Dutchess 
County. 

http://www.dos.ny.gov/LG/lge/index.html
http://www.co.dutchess.ny.us/CountyGov/Departments/TransportationCouncil/24004.htm


 The majority (76%) of individuals drive alone to work.  
 Most centerline mileage (68%) in Dutchess County is under local jurisdiction. 
 In total, New York State and Dutchess County own 77% of the bridges in the county. 
 Ridership on public transit in Dutchess County has increased since 2013.  
 Both fatalities and injuries on our roadways are steadily decreasing over time which 

could be, in part, due to safer vehicles.  
 Most crashes occur under clear, daylight, and dry conditions. 
 The intersection with the most crashes in Dutchess County is Route 44 (Church St.); 

both northbound and southbound, there are 124 and 244 crashes, respectively. 
 The population in Dutchess County is growing; estimates for 2040 range from 

325,000 to 335,000 people. 
 Recommendations in Moving Dutchess 2 apportion 78% of funds to highway, bridge, 

and bicycle/pedestrian projects, 21% to transit projects, and 1% to planning 
projects.  
 

Bob LaColla (Town of Fishkill) mentioned that the Town of Fishkill might be pursuing TIGER 
funds for the I-84/9D interchange.  
 
Anesta Vannoy-Kwame (SDNAACP) suggested that a signal be installed on the intersection 
of Route 9D and Chippardi Pl. in the City of Beacon. She noted that people often make u-
turns here and it is a dangerous situation for driver and pedestrians, alike. She also inquired 
about Sunday service for the buses; Cynthia is investigating this change of service in the 
Transit Development Plan (TDP). 
 
Mark noted that the PDCTC is holding a 30-day public comment period for Moving Dutchess 
2 from February 17, 2016 and through March 17, 2016. The Council is expected to approve 
Moving Dutchess 2 at the Council meeting on March 24, 2016. Mark added that this 
presentation will be available on the PDCTC website. 
 

5. Draft FFY 2017-2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
 
Mark noted that Council approval for the Draft FFY 2017-2021 TIP is still expected to occur 
in late June 2016 with a formal comment period starting in May 2016. Also, Mark suggested 
that a separate meeting might need to take place with project sponsors to discuss local 
highway project updates/amendments on the TIP.  
 

6. Draft SFY 2016-2017 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)  
 
Mark noted that the UPWP is the PDCTC’s annual statement of work for the upcoming year, 
outlining the planning tasks and budgets to be completed by the MPO and member 
agencies. Major tasks for the new UPWP include: developing a new FFY 2017-2021 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), completing the Upper Route 9G Corridor 
Management Plan (CMP), coordinating a public safety campaign to increase awareness of 
walking and bicycling safety issues, initiating pedestrian planning for the Arlington Business 

http://www.dutchessny.gov/ConCalAtt/67/Council%20Meeting_24MAR16_handout_032420161047.pdf
http://www.dutchessny.gov/ConCalAtt/67/PDCTC%202016-2017%20UPWP_03282016249.pdf


District in the Town of Poughkeepsie, and assisting local communities with their 
transportation planning needs. The PDCTC is holding a 30-day public comment period for 
the new UPWP which began on Feb. 8, 2016 and will go through March 8, 2016. The UPWP 
is expected to be approved at the Council meeting on March 24, 2016.  
 

7. FFY 2015 FTA Section 5307 & 5339 Funding  

 
Mark explained that the Council is expected to approve a series of resolutions related to 
transit funding at the Council meeting on March 24, 2016. FTA Section 5307 and 5339 funds 
provide funding for costs associated with preventive maintenance and bus and bus facilities, 
respectively. The allocations of these funds are based on a fair share formula conducted by 
NYSDOT. FTA Section 5307/5339 funds flow to the Mid-Hudson Valley Transportation 
Management Area (MHVTMA), responsibility for which is shared by three Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations (MPOs): the PDCTC, Orange County Transportation Council (OCTC), 
and Ulster County Transportation Council (UCTC). The Council is expected to approve 
resolutions for each county’s sub-allocation of these funding sources and the sub-
allocations for their designated recipients on March 24, 2016.  
 
Mark added that another resolution seeks approval for the allocation of approximately 
$3.58 million in unallocated FFY 2013 and 2014 FTA Section 5307 funds to Dutchess County 
Public Transit, Ulster County Area Transit, and the Mid-Hudson Valley Transportation 
Management Area (TMA). The funds are part of the FFY 2013-2014 allocations previously 
made available to the TMA, which includes Dutchess, Orange, and Ulster counties. For more 
information on the proposed resolutions, please see the PDCTC Consolidated Calendar.  
 
Mark encouraged municipalities to attend the Council meeting on March 24th; he added 
that in the event a voting member is unable to attend the meeting, they may designate a 
person in their place. Mark explained that the Council votes by quorum, so nine (9) 
members must be present for the proposed actions to pass.  
 

8. Project Updates 
 
Bob LaColla (Town of Fishkill) informed the Committee that he is inquiring with MTA 
regarding the Maybrook Line and its potential as a rail-to-trail, regional connection; he will 
keep the committee informed on his progress. 
 
Joe Chenier (City of Poughkeepsie) stated that he will reach out to Martin Evans (NYSDOT – 
Local Project Unit) to verify that right-of way is being acquired for the Little George-Creek 
Rd.-Smith St. project in the City of Poughkeepsie. Bob Balkind (DCDPW) added that desire 
paths exist on Creek Rd. and adding sidewalks to this project would be beneficial to the 
community; he will look into funding for this critical connection. 

 
Tom Weiner (NYSDOT) announced that a solicitation for the Transportation Alternatives 
Program (TAP), now renamed the Surface Transportation Block Grant set-aside, will be held 

http://www.co.dutchess.ny.us/concalendar/EventDetail.aspx?EventID=4077&ResourceID=67


later this year. He added that no awards have been announced for the Highway Safety 
Improvement Program (HSIP); he expects awards to be announced soon.  
Emily Dozier (PDCTC) noted that the PDCTC 2016 traffic count program is underway. PDCTC 
staff will reach out to County DPW and local municipal officials/highway superintendents in 
March for feedback on the proposed count locations for this year.   
 
Emily added that the PDCTC will undergo a sidewalk study for the Arlington Business 
Improvement District during the spring/summer of this year.  
 
Mark announced that the PDCTC, in conjunction with County DPW, will initiate a new 

project with the Cornell Local Roads Program (CLRP) to evaluate pavement conditions on 

non-federal aid eligible local roads in Dutchess County. As part of the CLRP’s Asset 

Management Program (CAMP), this new project will provide two (2) summer interns to 

assist DCDPW staff with assessing pavement conditions for multiple municipalities over a 

three-year period. The project seeks to provide data on existing conditions to local highway 

departments so they can more effectively program capital funding. The pavement 

assessments will begin this summer in the southwest portion of the County.  

Mark added that all reports related to the Upper Route 9G Corridor Management Plan 
(CMP) have been added to the website; the project is expected to be completed this 
summer.  
 
Mark suggested moving the next Planning Committee meeting back to ensure sufficient 
time to make any amendments to the draft FFY 2017-2021 TIP; the meeting was later 
rescheduled to May 4, 2016 at the Dutchess County Planning Department.  
 

9. Public Participation – Mark opened the meeting for public comment or general 
announcements; none were received.  
 

10. Upcoming Meetings:  
 

 Council: Thursday, March 24, 2016 at 1:30 p.m. at The Henry A. Wallace Center at 
the FDR Presidential Library and Home 4079 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park, NY 12538. 
 

 Planning Committee: Wednesday, May 4, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at the Dutchess 
County Department of Planning and Development (Main Conference Room, 27 High 
St, Poughkeepsie, NY  12601) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.clrp.cornell.edu/
http://www.clrp.cornell.edu/pdf/camp_brochure.pdf
http://www.clrp.cornell.edu/pdf/camp_brochure.pdf
http://www.co.dutchess.ny.us/CountyGov/Departments/TransportationCouncil/23999.htm


 
 
Attendance List 

 

 

 First Name  Last Name  Organization Phone 

1 Mark  Debald PDCTC 845-486-3600 

2 Emily Dozier PDCTC 845-486-3600 

3 Shelby Tompkins PDCTC 845-486-3600 

4 Barbara  Zulauf Town of Beekman  845-724-5300 

5 Tom Weiner NYSDOT 845-431-5723 

6 Don  Beer Town of Poughkeepsie 845-790-4736 

7 Bob Balkind DCDPW 845-486-2925 

8 Bob LaColla Town of Fishkill 845-831-7800 

9 Cynthia Ruiz DCPT 845-473-8521 

10 Paul Hesse  City of Poughkeepsie  845-451-4106 

11 Anesta Vannoy-Kwame SDNAACP 845-234-9023 

12 Wanda Livigni Town of LaGrange 845-452-8562 


